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Address from our President 
It is a great honour that I address you as President of Highett RSL Sub Branch, all be it during a time 
of significant loss to us all. 

Initially with the passing of our President, Mr George Logan, late last year and then the subsequent 
sudden passing of our Secretary, Mr Ron Thornton, only a day after the AGM. 

Both Life members and long term servants of the RSL, Highett and State. George was always busy 
with his State Executive duties and Ron has been the Highett Secretary since 1978. As such we have 
lost a significant part of our great clubs history and corporate knowledge. However, in line with both 
George and Ron’s own work ethic, the job still goes on and we, the Committee, will endeavour to 
walk in their footsteps, all be it taking baby steps at first. 

At the first Committee meeting after the AGM, in accordance with RSL Bylaws, we were required to 
fill the now casual vacancy of Secretary and I am happy to announce that Mr Michael Bennett was 
elected unanimously. The second motion of the Committee was to unanimously Elect Mr Kevin 
Tucker into the vacated position of Treasurer and as the RSL welfare Officer. We were all very happy 
that Kevin accepted the nomination due to his knowledge and experience as a previous President 
and long term RSL LIFE member. Both positions will be for the remaining term of the Committee for 
2018/19, and the Committee now is as follows: President – Mr Jordie Burgess, Senior Vice President 
– Mr Jeff Walter, Vice President – Mr Alan Tonks, Treasurer – Mr Kevin Tucker, Secretary – Mr 
Michael Bennett and general committee members - Mr John Parsons, Mr Mark Flahive, Mr Mark 
Sutherland OAM and Mr Roger Hyde OAM.  

ANZAC Day and the ANZAC badge Appeal are already upon us and I ask that you give thought to 
providing some of your time, 1 or 2 hours at most, to assist with raising much needed funds by selling 
Badges at local train stations and shopping centres. Those that wish to volunteer can do so by 
providing your contact details to a staff or committee member when next in the club or by calling 
the office during office hours. 

I again thank you for this honour and I will endeavour to ensure the continual success of OUR Club. 

Regards, 

Jordie Burgess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DOWNLOAD THE HIGHETT RSL SMART PHONE APP 

The Highett RSL App keeps all its Members and Guests up-to-
date on: 

Day to day activities, Featured events, LIVE entertainment, 
Dining menus, Daily specials, Sporting Social Clubs and it 

notifies you on all special events. 

It provides you with all the club’s information & news at your 
finger tips & more. 

Plus gain access to:  – Members Zone – Discount Coupons – 
FREE Offers – Prizes – and much more! 



Highett RSL Managers Message 
Once again it’s April, a significant time for the RSL.  This year as we have done forever, we will be 
conducting our Dawn Service followed by a Gun Fire breakfast.  Despite the rain last year we 
witnessed a larger than expected turnout with still over 350 breakfasts served, followed by our now 
famous Two UP Circle in the ANZAC spirit.  Be here to witness this once a year event. 

At the recently held AGM it was announced that we have a new president, Jordie Burgess who took 
on the position after the sad passing of George Logan on the 19th December and was elected to this 
position. This along with two new elected members to the committee, Roger Hyde and Mark 
Sutherland, we welcome and look forward to working with you both.  Kevin Tucker, retiring as our 
immediate past president has taken the position of treasurer & welfare officer.   

As I’m sure by now the majority of you would be aware of the sad passing on the 4th march of Ron 
Thornton our long serving secretary, Manager serving The Highett RSL spanning over 35 years. His 
dedication and commitment is one to be admired. This left us with another position to fill, that of 
secretary of whom Michael Bennett has stepped into this very testing role of which I’m sure he will 
do a great job.   

I am happy to report membership has continued to grow, In fact The Highett RSL won the Award for 
the greatest increase in membership for 2017 and it is still growing. This is reflected in our net profit 
for the year, this is an outstanding and very proud moment. 

 The wait is over, renovations will commence in the coming weeks with the installation of a lift 
creating greater appeal and improving access to the function room, and I do thank everybody for 
their understanding for the long delays the wait is nearly over. 

The last 6 months have been extremely difficult and trying at times, however, I won’t go back over 
issues let’s just focus on the good things. Our finances finished with a fantastic result, we assisted 
with 100s of veterans concerns and we also started a Highett legacy group meeting monthly. Our 
veterans lunch is now in its 6th year taking place 4 times a year at a cost of $5,600 it’s a small price 
to pay to say thank you. 

In the commercial world of which our charity work depends, it is thriving with our Poker Machine 
Entitlements now paid until 2022 and we have accepted and paid the deposit on Entitlements 
through to 2032 securing our future in that environment. Talking of the future who would have ever 
thought not only does the Highett RSL have a web site but an app on your phone after a great deal 
of two and frow, Heath found a way, It’s all go at Highett, if you haven’t got it Download it now from 
the Google Play or Apple App stores. 

Well, that’s enough of telling you how great we are now let me tell you why. Well it’s you, our loyal 
members, who just turn up on a regular basis for a sip of the best Beer, Wine soft drink or a meal.  

In closing I would like to thank my loyal staff for their contribution to our success Without them, we 
would not be the club we are today, well done.     

I look forward to seeing you all at the Dawn Service and breakfast on ANZAC Day. 

 

Daryl Absalom 



 

 

 

 

ANZAC DAY 2018    
    
ANZAC Day goes beyond the anniversary 
of the landing on Gallipoli in 1915. It is a 
day on  which we remember all 
Australians who  served and died in war 
and on operational service. The spirit of 
Anzac, with its qualities  of courage, 
mateship, and sacrifice,  continues to 
have meaning and relevance for our 
sense of national identity.    
    
On the 25th of April we encourage 
members and their family/friends to join 
the  commemorative march to remember 
those  who served in the defence of 
Australia, especially remembering those 
who paid the  supreme sacrifice or 
otherwise suffered as a  result of their 
service. 

 

Sequence of Events  
  

5:45am – The March  
Form at the corner of Station Street and 
Highett Road then proceed to the 
entrance of the RSL. All members and 
guests are encouraged to join.  
6am – Dawn Service Ceremony  
- Welcome and Address from Highett 

RSL President Jordie Burgess 
- Rev Roger Featherstone leads us in 

prayer  
- Laying of the wreaths  
- Ode to the Fallen  
- Last Post sounds  
- One Minute’s Silence  
- Lest We Forget  
- Rouse sounded  
- Australian National Anthem  
-   New Zealand National Anthem 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30am – Gunfire breakfast   
Join us in the venue for a fully cooked 
breakfast prepared by Head Chef Terry 
and his team in the kitchen. We will also 
be serving coffee with complementary 
rum ration nip.  
8am – Bar Opens  
Enjoy a cold beer with friends or check 
the odds on the AFL through the TAB  
10am – 2UP  
2up is a straight forward game held under 
the oculus in the main bar during the 
course of ANZAC day. The spinner 
(person who tosses the coins) places two 
pennies on the kip (the wooded paddle) 
and tosses them. The pennies must spin 
at least two metres over the spinners’ 
head and not come into contact with an 
object or a person. It must also land in the 
boundary of the ring. Players bet on either 
two heads or two tails. The ringkeeper 
selects the spinner and controls the 
conduct of the game.  
12pm  – Bistro Opens  
Enjoy a  lunch of house favourites from 
Head Chef Terry and his team in the 
kitchen.  
3:20 pm – AFL ANZAC Day Clash  
The Anzac day blockbuster between   
Collingwood and Essendon has been an 
ANZAC day tradition since 1995 and is 
one of our biggest national sporting 
events. The  Anzac day match pays 
tribute to the sacrifice of the servicemen 
and women of Australia and  celebrates 
the Anzac spirit of courage,  sacrifice, 
endurance and mateship. The match  will 
be shown in the venue on all available 
TV’s  plus TAB betting facilities are 
available from 10am.  
5:30 pm – Bistro opens  
 
12am – Venue Closes 
 



 

 

 

 

2 Up Origin & Rules 
Thought to have originated in the 18th century, the Australian tradition was born during WW1 
when two-up – which evolved from the English game of “pitch and toss” – was played in troop 
ships and the trenches. But considering we only play it once a year, we understand you might be a 
bit rusty on the details. In light of this here’s a simplified how-to guide on playing 2up:  
1) A person is selected as the “spinner” (generally greeted to loud calls of “Come in spinner!” by 

the rest of the players).  
2) The “Spinner”, who tosses the pennies on the “kip”, is required to place a bet before their first 

throw, which must be covered equally by another player.   
3) Side bets are also placed amongst the spectators on the outcome of each toss; irrespective of 

the spinner losing.  
4) The spinner will then toss the coins in the air using the “kip” until they win or lose. Two heads 

means the spinner wins, two tails means the spinner loses and odds means the spinner throws 
again.  

5) Celebrate your win. Commiserate your loss. Gamble responsibly.  

2 Up Fast Facts 
- Mathematically 2up offers the best odds because the house doesn’t take a cut.  
- There is the same likelihood of ten heads in a row as there is of H,T,H,T,H,T,H,T,H,T-about 1 in 

1000.  
- The chance of winning five hands in a row is 3.125%. For eight it’s 0.39%, for 10 it’s 0.1% & 20 it’s 

0.0001%.  
- The chance of five splits in a row is 3.125%  
- The odds of having exactly 500 heads and 500 tails after 1000 throws are 1 in 40.  
- Three heads or three tails – 1 in 8.  

GOLF SECTION REPORT 

On the 4.02.18 we ventured down to Lang Lang 
where the winners were A grade Mark Flahive and B 
grade was Peter Hibbert. Then on the 18.02.18 we 
went to Werribee which is a great course in the west 
where the final of the McKendry was played 
between Peter Stewart and Peter Comino after a 
tight tussle for most of the day Peter Comino got up 
in the last couple of holes, as for the rest A grade was 
won by Brad Dillon and B grade Christine Porter. At 
Centenary Park, our last game before we headed off 
to Howlong, A grade winner was Mick Ballard and B 
grade Ian Evans. On a sad note we would like to express our condolences to the Thornton family on 
the very sad passing of Ron Thornton the backbone of our Golf section long time treasure and friend 
to all. 



CHRISTMAS PARTY & NYE REPORT 
 

We had a record turnout at the children’s 
Christmas treat on Turner Rd Reserve. The 
committee and volunteers that all turned out 
helped with setup, barbequing, helping Santa 
and even had enough energy to pack up at the 
end. This volunteering all helped to make the 
day run seamlessly.  
Thank you to all members, friends and families 
that turned up on the day and made it one to 
remember.    
NYE was a hit! The band ‘Yellow’ was fantastic, 
the dance floor was full and we can proudly 
announce that following the success ‘Yellow’ 
has also been booked for NYE 2018.   

Thanks to everyone that made the Christmas 
Party, NYE and 2017 such a great year. 
 

HIGHETT RSL EXECUTIVE & 
COMMITTEE 2018/19 

 

Executive Committee 
President –                         Jordie Burgess 
Snr Vice President –         Jeff Walter 
Vice President –                Alan Tonks 
Treasurer –                        Kevin Tucker 
Secretary –                         Michael Bennett 
General Committee 
John Parsons ,   Mark Flahive ,  
Mark Sutherland OAM,   Roger Hyde OAM 
Welfare Officer 
Kevin Tucker 
 

HERO’S WISH 
 

In November 2017, Valey RSL Care launched 
‘Hero’s Wish’ to honour our veterans and war 
widows with experiences to add to their 
treasured memories. They have received a 
wonderful variety of Hero’s Wishes from those 
who have served in the allied forces and from 
war widows.  
Our own Service Member and Friendly Club 
patron Lewis was one of this month’s winners. 

With his wish he told Valey RSL Care of the 
‘Smiling Voices’ at 13CABS, who make a great 
start to his day when he calls to book a cab. He 
wished to take them to lunch to thank them 
for the difference they make to his life. This 
was fulfilled on Monday the 26th of March 
with 4 Smiling Voices from 13Cabs and Lewis 
at the Highett RSL Bistro. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VALE 
It is with regret that we record the passing of 
the following service & affiliate members since 
our last Advance - LEST WE FORGET 

 
Kevin Dynon  Service  8 Sept 2017 
Marie Price  Affiliate  16 Sept 2017 
Gerry Monahan  Past CMTE 24 Sept 2017 
Peter Longshaw  Service  26 Sept 2017 
Dorothy Kennedy  Affiliate  30 Sept 2017 
Paul Gamble  Affiliate  8 Oct 2017 
Lois Hicks  Affiliate  23 Oct 2017 
George Logan  Service  19 Dec 2017 
Raymond Hart  Service  22 Jan 2018 
Gerard Bourke  Affiliate  3 Feb 2018 
Peter Howell  Affiliate  10 Feb 2018 
Jill Oldham  Affiliate  15 Feb 2018 
Carole Alnwick  Affiliate  5 Mar 2018 
Ron Thornton  Service  4 Mar 2018 
Marg Jenkin  Affiliate  11 Mar 2018 
 

 



WOMENS AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

As I start writing this report and Autumn is upon us it seems our hard work never ends and yet by 
the time you get this issue of the Advance, Anzac Day will be here, don’t be shy we might need a 
hand. 

We regret the passing of George Logan our President and Ron Thornton our Secretary for many 
years and they will be sadly missed.  Lest We Forget. 

In this our 72nd year, as a result of our first meeting in February, I remain as President, Eveline 
Wood Vice President and Treasurer and Linda Read as Hon Secretary. 

We are happy to have welcomed three new members, Janice McBride, Jane Lowe and Carole 
Carey to our Auxiliary.  We have three members in Nursing Homes; Valda Mason, Dot Griffith, 
Marie Howard. 

Congratulations to all the lucky winners Christmas raffle, and Easter raffle although just buying a 
raffle ticket everybody win. Last year proceeds went to our elected charity PTSD through (Beyond 
Blue). 

This year’s area meeting was held at Hampton RSL on the 20 March, it proved to be a most 
informative day with several constructive discussions and networking opportunities. 

Since 1947, Highett RSL Women’s Auxiliary has been providing support to the men and women of 
Australia’s armed forces.  Our work continues today however our members are dwindling due to 
age catching up, we need a young lady of any age to represent us at the women’s Council Delegate 
Meetings at Anzac House 5 times per year.  

Our Auxiliary meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at 6.00 pm at the Club Function 
Room.  Our next meeting is Monday 16 April, for any further information you can contact myself 
on 0418 304 455 or Linda Reid on 0418 388 190 

‘We Also Serve’ 

Gladys Procter (President)       Linda Reid (Secretary) 

The Friendly Club Report 
 
The first meeting for the friendly club for 2018 was held on Wednesday 7 February.   
 
Since September last year we have had two bus excursions. The last trip for 2017 was to the 
Cuckoo Restaurant on 29 November, morning tea was the first stop a Waverly RSL. The first trip 
this year was to the Mornington market where everyone had a leisurely 2 hours to take in the 
sights followed by lunch at the Dava Hotel. 
 
Members have enjoyed the weekly activities including board games, quizzes, sing-a-longs, gentle 
exercises, chit chat, bingo etc.  Having lunch in the Highett RSL Bistro each Wednesday has become 
an enjoyable part of the day. 
 
On Wednesday 16 May we will have a speaker come in to talk about first aid.  All are welcome. The 
club is looking forward to moving into the function room and increasing the membership. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KNOW YOUR OPTIONS 
9555 7233 

www.hassalls.net.au 

The Highett RSL would like to acknowledge the 
generosity of the following contributors 

9585 3856 

0490 069 984 

AGED CARE 

9585 0733 

1300 936 099 


